JOSUE S. VILLANUEVA
13950 Milton Avenue, Suite 200A Westminster, CA 92683
714-657-5330 | jvillanueva@mskwlaw.com
WORKERS' COMPENSATION DEFENSE ATTORNEY
Accomplished attorney with over 13 years of expertise in workers' compensation litigation, including both defense and applicant representation. Adept at legal strategy, discovery, hearings, and settlement negotiations. Strong advocate for employers, insurance carriers, and self-insured entities, with a proven track record of minimizing costs and mitigating risk. Skilled in legal research, case assessment, and trial preparation.
CORE COMPETENCIES
Workers' Compensation Defense | Litigation & Trial Advocacy | Legal Research & Analysis | Case Strategy & Risk Assessment | Settlement Negotiation | Depositions & Hearings | Client Counseling & Advisory | Compliance & Regulatory Guidance
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
WORKERS' COMPENSATION DEFENSE SENIOR ATTORNEY
Misa Stefen Koller Ward, LLP, Los Angeles and Orange Counties, December 2025 - Present
· Manages a full caseload of workers’ compensation matters ranging in complexity and develops comprehensive litigation strategies tailored to each case. Prepares budget plans when needed, conducts all phases of discovery, and appears in court and at related proceedings. Prepares cases for trial through detailed factual development, legal research, and evidentiary analysis, and communicates regularly with clients, opposing counsel, and other stakeholders to effectively advance case objectives.
· Brings strong negotiation abilities and clear, effective communication skills to all aspects of his practice.
· Integrates the medical-legal evaluation into the broader litigation strategy, ensuring that the permanent disability rating is both legally defensible and reflective of the evidentiary record by scrutinizing the impairment and apportionment opinions at every stage, thus protecting the client’s interests and strengthening the overall defense position in the claim.
· Integrates the medical-legal evaluation into the broader litigation strategy, ensuring that the permanent disability rating is both legally defensible and reflective of the evidentiary record. By scrutinizing the impairment and apportionment opinions at every stage, the attorney protects the client’s interests and strengthens the overall position in the claim.
Dietz, Gilmor & Chazen (DGC) | Greater Los Angeles, CA | June 2023 – November 2025
· Defend large insurance carriers, third-party administrators, private self-insured and self-administered employers.
· Appear weekly at Workers Compensation Appeals Boards (WCAB) for hearings, conferences, and trials.
· Utilize medical expertise and aggressive fact-finding to resolve cases efficiently.
· Represent clients across industries including retail, distribution, construction, and aeronautics.
· Conduct depositions, draft legal correspondences, and negotiate settlements.
· Draft and argue motions, including Petitions for Reconsideration and Trial Briefs.
WORKERS COMPENSATION APPLICANT ATTORNEY
Abramson Labor Group, Studio City | 2022 - 2023
· Represented injured workers before the WCAB.
· Developed litigation strategies and attended hearings, depositions, and trials.
· Drafted and responded to legal pleadings and case-related documents.
Workers Compensation Defense Attorney
Various Firms (2019  2022)
· Represented employers and insurance carriers in all phases of defense litigation.
· Took depositions, defended claims, and negotiated settlements before WCAB.
Solo Practice
Glendale, CA | 1997  2018
· Defended immigrants in removal proceedings before the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR).
· Assess client eligibility, identify potential risks, and develop effective immigration strategies tailored to each case.
· Prepare and submit petitions, respond to Requests for Evidence, and guide clients through interviews and other USCIS processes.
· Maintain clear client communication, safeguard confidentiality, and adhere to all professional responsibility obligations.
· Handled consumer bankruptcy cases and workers' compensation claims.
EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science in Preparatory Medicine | Pontifical University of Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines
Juris Doctor Equivalent (Legum Baccalaureus) | San Beda University, Manila, Philippines
BAR ADMISSIONS & MEMBERSHIPS
- State Bar of California
- U.S. District Courts  Central, Northern, Southern & Eastern Districts of California
- All California Bankruptcy Courts
- California Applicants Attorneys Association (CAAA)
- American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA)
- Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR)  U.S. Department of Justice
- U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)  U.S. Department of Homeland Security
- Philippines Supreme Court & Office of the Solicitor General
