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BAR 

ADMISSION:

State Bar of California, admitted June 2007

U.S. District, Central District of California

LANGUAGE 

PROFICIENCY:
Spanish 

EXPERIENCE


SUMMARY:
As defense counsel, I have handled all aspects of a workers’ compensation defense claim including case management, strategy, discovery, depositions, onsite employer witness investigations and interviews, settlement negotiations, and trial.  Represented insurance entities, employers, third party administrators and uninsured employers in all aspects of workers’ compensation litigation including standard defense litigation, 132a discrimination, and serious and willful misconduct claims.  
As an applicant’s counsel, I focused on advocating for the rights of injured workers.  I handled a large volume of files without sacrificing the quality of representation, and conducted and defended depositions of injured workers and doctors.  Excelled in strong negotiation skills with a high number of favorable resolutions in hundreds of cases, as well as maintained strong client control in the most difficult situations.    
On both sides, I understand the importance of personal attention to each client and am mindful of a team approach to reach success in defending and litigating claims.  I pride myself on developing strong relationships with clients, colleagues, opposing counsel, judges, claims representatives, and other members of the legal team.  
WORKERS’ 

COMPENSATION 

EXPERIENCE: 




SENIOR ATTORNEY, January 2026 to present



Misa Stefen Koller Ward, Westminster, CA 
DEFENSE COUNSEL, September 2024 to December 2025




Dorman Suarez, Irvine, CA 




STAFF COUNSEL III (In House Counsel), May 2021 to September 2024

Timbol Kaplan at Amtrust Insurance, Irvine, CA 

DEFENSE COUNSEL, September 2020 to May 2021
Michael Sullivan & Associates, El Segundo, CA 


APPLICANTS’ COUNSEL, December 2017 to September 2020
Gaylord Nantais, Long Beach, CA

DEFENSE TRIAL ATTORNEY III (In House Counsel), August 2014 to December 2017  Zenith Insurance Co., Orange, CA

DEFENSE ATTORNEY, September 2012 to August 2014 

Kegel Tobin & Truce, Long Beach, CA

APPLICANT’S COUNSEL, November 2010 to September 2012 
Perona Langer Beck Serbin & Mendoza, Long Beach, CA
PRIOR LEGAL

EXPERIENCE:
Prior to workers’ compensation, I practiced and handled legal matters from inception to 
trial ranging from collections, business law, real estate, personal injury, trade secret, employment law, contract disputes, ERISA claims, entertainment, and bankruptcy proceedings.  I am also familiar with construction defect, insurance defense litigation, family law, corporate law, landlord tenant, class actions, and estate planning.  
EDUCATION:

WHITTIER LAW SCHOOL, Costa Mesa, CA


Juris Doctor, with a Certificate in Criminal Law, May 2006

· Trial Advocacy Honors Board 2005-2006: Best Cross-Examination 2005 

· Dean's Merit Scholarship 

· Whittier Public Interest Law Foundation: Auction Chair 2005-2006 

· Student Bar Association: Vice President 2005-2006 
· Study Abroad in Venice, Italy 2005
· Whittier Public Interest Law Foundation: Silent Auction Co-Chair 2004-2005 

· Whittier Public Interest Law Foundation: Grant Recipient 2004 

· Phi Alpha Delta - Law Fraternity: Clerk 2004-2005 

· Hispanic-American Law School Association: Fundraising Committee 2003-2006

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA, Santa Barbara, CA

Bachelor of Arts, Law and Society, emphasis in Criminal Justice, June 2002

· Academic Scholarship 

· Dean's Honors List
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